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PLANNING BOARD MEETING, JULY 13, 2015 

 

Present:   Alfred P. Porro, Jr. Chairman 

    Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

    Ernie Paciorkowski 

    Paul J. Donohue, Clerk 

    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, Chairman, in Room 

12, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the minutes of June 15, 2015, seconded by Mr. 

Donohue. 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD SIGNAGE – Heritage Baptist Church, 615 Washington 

Street 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that in December 2014 the Planning Board approved a Site Plan for the 

Heritage Baptist Church. The Church is now requesting Site Plan Approval for a wall sign.  

 

The proposed wall sign is 24 s.f. and will be located in the upper left corner of the new church 

at the rear of the building facing the parking lot. The proposed sign will have blue lettering on 

a white background.  The proposed new wall sign complies with the sign requirements.  

 

Ms. Holmwood is opposed to a sign on the front of the building but will approve the back 

sign. 
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MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the sign request for the Heritage Baptist Church, 

615 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN REVIEW, CBD SIGNAGE, 

True Value 668-672 Washington Street 

 

Present: Carol Fournier, Fast Signs (representing applicant) 

 

Mr. Porro, Chairman, opened the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Donohue, Clerk, read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 

July 2, 2015 and July 9, 2015. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that because this request is for an internally illuminated wall sign, it 

requires a special permit from the Planning Board.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he talked with Mark Chubet, Building Inspector. Mr. Chubet pointed 

out the definition of sign area in the zoning bylaw and Mr. Chubet thought this was confusing 

and after reading it, Mr. Halkiotis agreed. Mr. Halkiotis called Carol Fournier and told her to 

just count the lettering on the sign not the whole sign. In doing that the blank space between 

the words that would bring the size over 30 s.f. so Mr. Halkiotis told her to present this to the 

Board.  

Discussion ensued. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked if the whole sign would be illuminated and Ms. Fournier said just the 

white letters. Mr. Sheehan wanted to know if it would be halo back lit like N.E. Dental. Ms. 

Fournier said they could look at this it’s just that they would like to get this done by the 

opening which is scheduled for the first week in August. Mr. Halkiotis said if the Board would 

like them to come back with a different design, the next meeting is August 17
th
, so he 

suggested they allow for temporary signage for the opening. 

 

Ms. Holmwood talked about the other True Value stores and the type of signs allowed in other 

Towns. Ms. Holmwood stated that this store would be an anchor in the downtown and would 

prefer the sign have the halo effect. Mr. Sheehan said that it’s great that True Value is coming 

to Norwood but he agreed that he would like the sign to be halo back lit.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that he agreed with Ms. Holmwood, he has no problem with the banner 

signs on the windows. He asked about the back entrance and Ms. Fournier said there would be 

a small sign on the back. Mr. Paciorkowski went on to say that he did not like the main sign at 

all, and said that they have been trying to upgrade the signs in the downtown as they become 

available. This sign would not fly in Falmouth and Mr. Paciorkowski doesn’t think this should 

fly in Norwood. He would prefer goose neck lighting or halo lit.  
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Kevin Pentowski asked if they would be loading in the back or on the sidewalk in front. Ms. 

Fournier will look into that.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to continue the public hearing until August 17
th
 @ 7:05 

p.m., seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the banner window signs as shown on the plans, 

seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

CON’T PUBLIC HEARING – Sunset Avenue 

 

Mr. Halkiotis spoke to the project engineer who was given Mr. Halkiotis’s and Mr. Ryan’s 

comments and he is working on the revisions. Mr. Halkiotis said they thought it would be best 

to continue the public hearing without hearing any testimony, this will provide them with 

enough time to finish redesigning to plans.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue the public hearing for Sunset Avenue until 

August 17
th
 @ 7:15 p.m., seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

REPETITIVE PETITION – John Farrell, 15 Northview Ave.  

 

Mr. Porro, Chairman stated that the Planning Board had received a Repetitive Petition request 

from John D. Farrell, 15 Northview Avenue. Mr. Farrell would like the Planning Board to 

consider Mr. Farrell’s revised plan to allow a single story 16’X19’ addition to a pre-existing, 

non-conforming single family dwelling with a 22’ rear yard setback where 30’ is required. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis went over the “repetitive petition” law with the Planning Board. 

 

Mr. Farrell explained that he got ahead of himself by pouring the foundation before filing with 

the ZBA and getting a building permit from the building inspector. Mr. Farrell has re-sized the 

project from 16’X31’ to 16’X19’.  Discussion ensued. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that Mr. Farrell has reduce the project by 45%, which he feels is a 

significant change and he thinks he should be allowed to return to the ZBA. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve this as a significant change in the plan for 15 

Northview Avenue and he should be allowed to return to the ZBA, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski 
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VOTE  4-1 motion passed (Ms. Holmwood opposed) 

 

UPDATE – Coolidge Estates 

 

Present: Stephen David, Trustee 

 

Mr. David began by saying that he had talked to Matt Smith, Norwood Engineer, who had met 

with Mark Ryan, Town Engineer and Mr. Ryan’s opinion was that the drain should be 

installed. Mr. David has instructed Mr. Smith to prepare the plans, so they can go out to bid. 

 

Mr. Porro asked about the timeline. Mr. David said he will get the plans out to bid next week 

and will report back to the Board. Mr. Porro said that this has gone on too long and he wants 

to follow the process step by step; when the bids go out, when the bids are returned and the 

award date.  

 

Mr. Porro said that the next meeting is on August 17
th
 and he wants a time line from there. 

 

DECISION –  Compete Strength & Conditioning 

 

Mr. Halkiotis presented a draft decision for Compete Strength & Conditioning to the Planning 

Board. The Board reviewed the decision and discussed the conditions.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the decision for Compete Strength & 

Conditioning, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if the applicant came before the Board before they were given a 

Certificate of Occupancy. The Building Department usually contacts Mr. Halkiotis before 

issuing a CO. Ms. Holmwood requested that Mr. Halkiotis notify the Board that all the 

conditions in the decision have been completed before the CO is issued.  

 

REVISED MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the draft decision for Compete 

Strength & Conditioning with the condition added to #13 that an asbuilt plan be submitted to 

the Planning Board for review by the Town Planner and to have the Town Planner notify the 

Board that all the conditions have been met, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

Mr. Donohue mentioned a letter that was received from Rick Morrison regarding the ice 

arena. Mr. Halkiotis explained that he talked with Mr. Morrison and told him that when the 

public hearing closes, the record closes. The Board noted that the letter did not contain any 

new information from what they already heard.   

 

PLANNERS REPORT 

 

Mr. Halkiotis went over this status report.  
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Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that he has received a recorded deed from the MBTA regarding 

the sale of land to William N. Duffy trustee for Lager Real Estate Trust. Mr. Halkiotis noted 

that this was the final condition to the Board’s decision and he hoped that this would close the 

book on all the controversy for this project. Mr. Halkiotis has reviewed the deed and 

forwarded it to Town Counsel, Karris North for her review.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis talked about the 1.5% task force and noted that at this point there is not much 

work remaining for the committee to undertake. It is unlikely that any land acquisitions will 

take place prior to the end of the “Safe Harbor” on September 4
th
. Mr. Halkiotis did not think 

it would be productive for him to continue to attend meetings since Town Counsel is 

concerned that continued open discussions could expose weakness and play into the 

opposition’s hands when there is an appeal.  Discussion ensued. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to send a letter to the Board of Selectmen asking them to 

release Mr. Halkiotis from the 1.5% Committee and/or disband the 1.5% Committee, 

seconded by Mr. Donohue 

 

Ms. Holmwood wanted to know if there would be another committee to take its place, to just 

disband it would be bad planning. Mr. Halkiotis said that there is a Housing Committee that 

could be started up again. Mr. Paciorkowski said that he is opposed to Mr. Halkiotis leaving 

this Committee, and he thinks the Town Planner is needed on this Committee. 

VOTE  3-2 (Ms. Holmwood, Mr. Paciorkowski against) 

 

Mr. Halkiotis continued to review his status report. 

  

Norfolk Asphalt 

Mr. Halkiotis talked about Norfolk Asphalt noting that the owner is proposing to extend their 

current hours of operation and they also want to expand production. The type of local 

permits/approvals needed is being discussed between Town Counsel and the owner’s attorney. 

 

Community Development Fund Grant 

Mr. Halkiotis noted that there have been a lot of problems with the Community Development 

Fund Grant and he has decided not to accept any new applications and to focus on closing out 

the current projects. Mr. Halkiotis said that they need to decide if they should apply for 

another grant. Applications are due in February 2016 and he said that he has serious concerns 

about moving forward with a new application without staff support. 

  

Economic Development Committee  

Mr. Halkiotis said that the EDC is considering creating a second Expedited Permitting District 

for the old Polaroid property. He would like to discuss this issue with the Board and decide if 

they should move forward before he commits to doing this with the ECD. 

 

Community Preservation Act 

Mr. Halkiotis said that the Board needs to decide if they would like to submit a warrant article 

to the Board of Selectmen for the Fall Special Town Meeting.  
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Ice Arena 

Mr. Halkiotis has been working on the decision and will have it for the next meeting on 

August 17, 2015 

 

 

Mr. Halkiotis would like to have another meeting within the next two weeks so the Board can 

endorse the plans for the Regal Press 40R Site Plan.  

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to meet on Monday, July 20
th
 to endorse the plans for 

Regal Press, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan  

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


